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Itinerary
Weather-wise, the trip was blessed with blue skies on all days. However, temperatures hit 34 º C
during the day and we took long lunch brakes to escape the worst of it.
Tuesday 2nd June 2015
After meeting our guide Leander and bus driver at Vienna Airport, we stopped for lunch in the
village of Fischamend. The afternoon was spent birding the trails of the WWF nature reserve in
Marchegg. 57 species recorded.
Wednesday 3rd June 2015
The morning was spent birding at Illmitz-Hoelle and the Oberstinkersee. After a lunch stop at the
visitor centre of the Seewinkel National Park, we walked the long trail to Sandeck south of Illmitz.
94 species recorded.
Thursday 4th June 2015
On our second full day in Austria, we started at the Hansag plains and the Bridge of Andau. In the
afternoon we crossed the border into Hungary and birded the Osli wetlands. 88 species recorded.
Friday 5th June 2015
We explored more of the Seewinkel region today, starting at the Seegasse west of Illmitz and later
visiting the Zicklacke and Lange Lacke. We finished the day watching the Sousliks at Zicksee
camping site. 101 species recorded.
Saturday 6th June 2015
This day was dedicated to visiting the two sites in Slovakia, Malé Leváre and Sandberg. We spent
the morning at the former and around two hours in the afternoon at the latter. 71 species recorded.
Sunday 7th June 2015
In the late morning we drove from Illmitz to the Parndorfer Plateau to look for birds of prey. This
was followed by lunch in Illmitz and another visit to the Seegasse to Lake Neusiedl in the
afternoon. 90 species recorded.
Monday 8th June 2015
As our flight departed Vienna Airport at around lunch time, we just had time for a quick walk
through Illmitz in the morning before it was time to leave.

Sites Visited
In the course of the trip, we stayed quite close to our hotel in Illmitz, rarely driving for more than
half an hour to reach a particular birding spot. The one exception was the visit to Slovakia, but the
dense network of motorways in the region made for fast and easy travel.

1. Lake Neusiedl
Our main base for our stay in Austria was the small town of Illmitz on the eastern side of Lake
Neusiedl, about an hour's drive south of Vienna. Like most towns in the region, several pairs of
White Storks had built nests on the roofs of houses, including one directly beside our hotel.
Exploring the town, we found a pair of Syrian Woodpeckers nesting in a small grove of trees not far
from the hotel, while Lesser Whitethroat and Black Redstart were noted nearby. Curiously, Swifts
seemed to be quite uncommon here. An interesting feature of the town is the St. Bartholomew
Spring – a free public fountain of the mineral-rich water of the area.
One of the best and most accessible wetland sites in the Seewinkel and Neusiedl region is the
Zicklacke, a saline lake 15 minutes walk west of Illmitz. Here we found most of the speciality
species including Night Heron, Whiskered Tern and Kentish Plover. The Zicklacke is one of a
number of saline lakes around Illmitz, which arise due to a mixture of tectonic activity, mineral rich
soils and high summer temperatures.
Lake Neusiedl itself is another 2 kilometres west of here and is accessible only via the
“Seegasse” (lake road) through the extensive reedbeds which fringe the lake. The latter is the
result of the lake's shallowness, with a maximum depth of only 1.8 metres. The reedbeds, up to 1.5
kilometres deep, in parts hold internationally important numbers of breeding Ferruginous Duck
amongst others, and we were lucky enough to see a pair of these elusive ducks along the
Seegasse. Along here we had great views of a variety of wetland species, including fly-over Pygmy
Cormorant, Purple Heron, Great White Egret and Red-crested Pochards. Warblers also featured
heavily, with Great Reed, Reed and Savi's seen, and we also enjoyed particularly good views of a
singing Moustached Warbler and a handsome male Penduline Tit.

Another good viewpoint onto the reedbeds and wetlands is Sandeck, two kilometres south of the
Seegasse. Along the way, we heard a booming Bittern, while Hoopoe and Turtle Doves were seen
flying by. At the viewpoint itself a pair of Long-eared Owls gave good views and a great variety of
wetland birds were noted, including our only Teal of the trip and the first Pygmy Cormorants.
A few kilometres north of Illmitz we visited Illmitz-Hoelle and its associated salt lakes – the Ober
and Unterer Stinkersee. Despite the odd names of the site, translating as “Illmitz – Hell” and the
“Upper and Lower Stench Lakes”, we found some interesting birds here. Most notable was a pair of
Fieldfares busy feeding chicks, a rare breeder here. Black-winged Stilt, a drake Garganey and a
very brief Squacco Heron were also seen here. A non-birding highlight was a Tree Frog resting on
the outside of the main hide. Walking north along the ege of the lake, we found our first Redbacked Shrikes and had good views of a male Barred Warbler singing in a small wood. A
Nightingale also sang nearby and gave typically brief views.
One of the largest lakes in the Seewinkel region is the Lange Lacke (“long lake”), about five
kilometres east of Illmitz. At the western end of Lange Lacke we had good views of a breedingplumaged Curlew Sandpiper, as well as Kentish Plover and Avocet. A small wood nearby is a wellknown breeding site for Long-eared Owls, and three birds (two juveniles & an adult) treated us to
good views. At the north-eastern end of the lake we had our most unusual wildlife encounter – a
European Mole was unexpectedly seen swimming across part of the lake!
Finally, one rather unusual area we visited was the Zicksee Camping site near St. Andra am
Zicksee. The open lawns host one of a handful of remaining sites for European Souslik in Austria.
Thankfully, they are not difficult to spot here, though the residents of the camp site seemed rather
bemused by the busload of birders carrying bins, scopes and cameras.

Picture 1: Malé Levàry and Lake Neusiedl.

2. The Pannonian Steppe
Illmitz and Lake Neusiedl form the western-most part of the Pannonian Steppe – a large plain
covering most of Hungary and and smaller parts of Slovakia, Romania, Serbia and Croatia.
Formed after the drying out of a large inland sea, this dry region holds important European
populations of Saker Falcon, Eastern Imperial Eagle and Great Bustard.

The best site in Austria for finding these species is the nature reserve of the Hansag, roughly 20
kilometres east of Illmitz on the border to Hungary. The open landscape supports around 100 pairs
of Great Bustard and we were lucky enough to see a distant male and three females from one of
the viewpoints. We also heard our only Corncrake of the trip here, as well as two Grey Partridges
and a Whinchat. Although very distant, we saw one adult Imperial Eagle circling over a woodland,
though luckily we had better views elsewhere.
On the border with Hungary, south of the Hansag is the Bridge of Andau, made famous as an
escape route for Hungarians fleeing the Soviet repression following the Hungarian Revolution in
1956. The bridge crosses the Einser canal, the only outflow of Lake Neusiedl and which was
completed in 1909. The highlight here was watching two Hobbies hawking for insects over the
woodland, with a Honey Buzzard also showing well. Singing Marsh Warbler, Turtle Dove and
Golden Oriole were also noted here.
In Hungary itself, we visited the Osli wetlands, which lie about three kilometres south of the Bridge
of Andau. This is a regular site for Saker and Imperial Eagle, though unfortunately we did not
connect with either. However, we were more than compensated by the colony of Bee-eaters at this
site. The wetlands themelves had Great White Egret, Black Stork, Purple Heron and more Pygmy
Cormorants, and at times it was difficult to know where to look! A Lesser Purple Emperor butterfly
was a highlight on the walk to the watchpoint and our only River Warbler of the trip was briefly
heard here as well.
A great site for raptors, though largely inaccessible is the Parndorfer Plateau roughly halfway
between Illmitz and Bratislava. The open landscape supports several pairs of Imperial Eagle and
we were very fortunate to get much closer views of an adult bird for several minutes as it drifted off
east. Further notable birds spotted here included another Black Stork and our only Tawny Pipit,
Tree Pipit and Willow Warblers of the trip.

Picture 2: Birding in the Seewinkel region and the Sandberg in Slovakia.

3. Danube Plain
We visited three sites in the Danube plain – one in Austria and two in Slovakia. Between Vienna
and Bratislava, the Danube and its main tributary, the March, have dense forests in their floodplain.
The forests hold Collared Flycatcher, several woodpecker species and breeding raptors. The
village of Marchegg, 30 kilometres east of Vienna, has a WWF nature reserve covering the forest
and is most famous for its colony tree nesting White Storks. Present since at least 1890, it is the
only such colony in central Europe. We had brief views of a male Collared Flycatcher near the
entrance to the reserve, as well as some of the typical mainland European species such as Shorttoed Treecreeper, Hawfinch, Middle Spotted and Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers. Two Black Storks
were also noted flying over.

Further upstream on the River March from Marchegg, but this time on the Slovakian side, we
searched the forest for Collared Flycatchers at Malé Leváre . We arrived down a rather
adventourous track that our bus driver did well to negotiate. Certainly an unforgettable experience
for everyone on the trip! The birding highlight was seeing four White-tailed Eagles flying south
overhead. Birds of prey in general were a feature of this site, and we spotted three Red Kites, two
or three Honey Buzzards and the more expected trio of Marsh Harrier, Common Buzzard and
Kestrel.
The third site we visited was Sandberg, a former sand quarry and noted archaeological site a few
kilometres west of Bratislava. It represents the westernmost point of the Carpathians and the first
foothills of the Alps lie only a short distance across the Danube. Birdwise, we again had good
views of Bee-eaters here with a small breeding colony in the sandy cliffs. Bird activity in the late
afternoon was quite low and unfortunately we missed out on Tree Pipit and Red-breasted
Flycatcher. However, we were well compensated in the form of two White-tailed Eagles flying past.

Picture 3: Birding in Marchegg.

Bird List
During our trip we recorded a total of 138 bird species. We managed to see almost all our target
species, most notably Great Bustard, Eastern Imperial Eagle and Ferruginous Duck. The only
major dip was Saker Falcon, which is only a scarce visitor to eastern Austria.
Abbreviations: AT = Austria, HU = Hungary and SK = Slovakia
(1) Little Grebe – Tachybaptus ruficollis (AT)
Noted at most wetland sites visited on five out of seven days of the trip.
(2) Black-necked Grebe – Podiceps nigricollis (AT)
Several noted at the lake the National Park visitor centre in Illmitz on the morning of 7th June.
(3) Great Crested Grebe – Podiceps cristatus (AT)
Several noted at Lange Lacke and at Sandeck.
(4) Cormorant – Phalcrocorax carbo sinensis (AT / HU)
Widespread and noted on almost all days of the trip. In Austria and Hungary, Cormorants belong to
the subspecies sinensis, which differs from the nominate carbo found in Ireland by its smaller size
and slight differences in colour at the base of the bill.
(5) Pygmy Cormorant – Phalacrocorax pygmeus (AT / HU)
One of our target species of the trip was this diminutive relative of the Cormorant. Its breeding
range extends from south-east Europe across the Middle East to central Kazakhstan, and it has
expanded rapidly north-west in the last few years, only breeding in Austria for the first time in 2007.
We had good views of Pygmy Cormorant at various wetland sites in Austria and Hungary,
particularly at the Illmitzer Seebad.
(6) Bittern – Botaurus stellaris (AT)
Several booming Bitterns were heard on our trip, with a couple of very brief flight views for a couple
of participants.
(7) Little Bittern – Ixobrychus minutus (AT / HU)
One was seen very briefly in flight at the Bridge of Andau on 3 rd June. Another was again seen
briefly along the Seegasse.
(8) Night Heron – Nycticorax nycticorax (AT / HU)
Noted at Sandeck, the Osli wetlands, the Seegasse and the Zicklacke.
(9) Squacco Heron – Ardeola ralloides (AT / HU)
This heron is a scarce summer visitor to Austria, with possibly one or two pairs breeding in the
Neusiedl region. We had brief views of Squacco Heron in flight at the Unterer Stinkersee north of
Illmitz on the 3rd June, as well as at the Osli wetlands the next day.
(10) Little Egret – Egretta garzetta (AT / HU)
Rather scarce, with only a handful seen during our trip including birds near the Oberer Stinkersee
on the 3rd June and the Illmitzer Seebad on 5th. Also seen in Hungary at the Osli wetlands.
(11) Great White Egret – Ardea alba (AT / HU)
Widespread and noted on almost all days of the trip.
(12) Grey Heron – Ardea cinerea (AT / HU / SK)
Seen on all days of the trip in Austria, as well as in Hungary and Slovakia.
(13) Purple Heron – Ardea purpurea (AT / HU)
Noted at several wetland sites, with particularly good views of individuals flying over the Seegasse.

(14) White Stork – Ciconia ciconia (AT / HU / SK)
Widespread and observed on all days of the trip. Of particular interest were the tree nesting birds
at Marchegg.
(15) Black Stork – Ciconia nigra (AT / HU / SK)
The shyer and more difficult to observe cousin of White Stork. No less than four Black Stork were
seen flying over our lunch stop on the first day in Austria in Fischamend. We had further sightings
of this species at the Osli wetlands in Hungary on 4th, at Malé Leváre in Slovakia on 6th and at the
Parndorfer Platte the following day.
(16) Spoonbill – Platalea leucorodia (AT / HU)
We had three sightings of this unusual species on our trip. The first was a single at Illmitz-Hoelle
on 3rd June, followed by one bird flying over Osli while we were watching the Bee-eater colony. An
evening walk from the hotel in Illmitz on 5th produced one bird feeding at the Zicklacke, with
another two flying over.
(17) Mute Swan – Cygnus olor (AT / HU)
Several seen at most of the larger lakes in the Seewinkel area around Illmitz and at Lake Neusiedl.
(18) Greylag Goose – Anser anser (AT / HU)
Common around Lake Neusidel and at the Osli wetlands.
(19) Shelduck – Tadorna tadorna (AT)
A few were seen at some of the salt lakes near Illmitz, including Zicklacke and at Sandeck.
(20) Mallard – Anas platyrhynchos (AT / HU)
Common at wetland sites in Austria. Also noted at Osli in Hungary, as well as on the outskirts of
Malé Leváre in Slovakia.
(21) Gadwall – Anas strepera (AT / HU)
As with Mallard, Gadwall was frequently observed at wetland sites both in Austria and Hungary.
(22) Shoveler – Anas clypeata (AT)
Noted at wetland sites such as Sandeck and the Lange Lacke on three days of the trip.
(23) Teal – Anas crecca (AT)
The only sighting on this trip was a pair at Sandeck on 3rd June.
(24) Garganey – Anas querquedula (AT)
We had good views of a fully summer-plumaged drake feeding in a flooded field at Illmitz-Hoelle on
3rd June. Our only other sightings of Garganey were single drakes at Lange Lacke and another at
Zicklacke both on 5th June.
(25) Pochard – Aythya ferina (AT)
Several were noted at the Oberer Stinkersee at Illmitz-Hoelle on 3rd June, followed by a group of
four flying over the Illmitz harbour road on 5th with another group seen at the same site two days
later.
(26) Red-crested Pochard – Netta rufina (AT)
Fairly common at Lake Neusidler and the surrounding wetlands. Although only seen on three days
of the trip, we had particularly good views at the Illmitzer harbour road.
(27) Ferruginous Duck – Aythya nyroca (AT)
One of our targets for this trip, we had several brief views of a pair along the Illmitz harbour road on
5th June. The extensive reedbeds around Lake Neusiedl host the majority of the estimated 100 to
150 breeding pairs of Ferruginous Ducks in Austria. Due to ongoing declines, the European
population of this secretive duck is listed as Vulnerable.

(28) Tufted Duck – Aythya fuligula (AT)
Our only sighting of Tufted Duck on this trip was of a pair at the Lange Lacke on the afternoon of
the 5th June.
(29) White-tailed Eagle – Haliaeetus albicilla (AT / SK)
We had two sightings of White-tailed Eagles, both most likely involving the same birds. The first
was of four individuals flying over us at Malé Leváre in the late morning. Although moving rapidly
south, the entire group enjoyed great views of one Europe's largest birds of prey. In the afternoon,
we saw another two White-tailed Eagle flying south along the River March while we were birding at
Sandberg beside the Austrian border.
(30) Eastern Imperial Eagle – Aquila heliaca (AT)
One of the highlights of the trip was getting superb views of this magnificent bird of prey at the
Parndorfer Platte on 7th June. This bird, an adult, was seen circling over woodland before drifting
off east out of view. Previously, we had had much more distant views of another adult at the
Hansag plain on 4th. The Austrian breeding population is currently estimated at around 10 to 15
pairs, of which perhaps 7 breed in the Lake Neusiedl region.
On a side note, Eastern Imperial Eagle was also the eighth species of eagle recorded on our South
Dublin Branch trips, with the sole remaining European breeding species not recorded so far being
Greater Spotted Eagle!
(31) Red Kite – Milvus milvus (SK)
Three Red Kites at Malé Leváre on 6th June were our only sighting of the trip.
(32) Black Kite – Milvus migrans (AT / SK)
Noted on three days of the trip, we managed to see Black Kite at the first lunch stop at Fischamend
on 3rd, as well as at Malé Leváre in Slovakia on 6th June.
(33) Marsh Harrier – Circus aeruginosus (AT / HU /SK)
One of the commonest birds of prey seen of the trip, with sightings on all days and in all three
countries covered in the course of the trip.
(34) Montagu's Harrier – Circus pygargus (AT)
One was seen by one observer on the Hansag plains on 4th June.
(35) Common Buzzard – Buteo buteo (AT / HU / SK)
Seen on all days of the trip and at most sites visited.
(36) Honey Buzzard – Pernis apivorus (AT / HU / SK)
We had very good views of one flying over the Einser Canal at Andau on the third day of the trip,
with further individuals noted at Illmitz-Hoelle and at Malé Leváre .
(37) Sparrowhawk – Accipiter nisus (AT)
Noted on two days of the trip.
(38) Kestrel – Falco tinunculus (AT / HU / SK)
Common and noted on all days of the trip.
(39) Pheasant – Phasianus colchius (AT / HU / SK)
Another widespread species that we saw throughout our trip.
(40) Grey Partridge – Perdix perdix (AT)
The sole record of Grey Partridge was of one beside the road through the Hansag plains. The
species has become increasingly scarce in Neusiedl region and the suspicion amongst local
birders is that most recent sightings refer to birds that have been either accidentaly or deliberately
released.

(41) Water Rail – Rallus aquaticus (AT)
One was heard at the Lange Lacke on 5th June.
(42) Corncrake – Crex crex (AT)
A single Corncrake heard singing in the Hansag plains on 4th June was the sole record of this
species during our trip.
(43) Moorhen – Gallinula chloropus (AT)
Surprisingly given the number of wetland sites visited, we only saw one Moorhen. This was at the
ponds just north of the Illmitz harbour road on 5th June.
(44) Coot – Fulica atra (AT / HU)
Several were observed at most wetland sites visited during our trip.

Picture 4: Female Great Bustard and Whinchat in the Hansag.

(45) Great Bustard – Otis tarda (AT)
This was one of the main target species for this trip and we had very good views of three foraging
females from one of the observation towers in the Hansag plains. A male Great Bustard was seen
nearby, but unfortunately much more distantly.
The Hansag plains of Austria and Hungary is home to one of the most important populations of
Great Bustard in central Europe with around 250 individuals. Formerly found across most of
Europe, the Great Bustard is now restricted to highly fragmented populations in Iberia, Germany
and south-eastern Europe.
(46) Avocet – Recurvirostra avosetta (AT)
Several Avocets were noted at Ilmitz-Hoelle, as well as at some of more saline lakes around Illmitz,
for example Zicklacke and Lange Lacke.
(47) Black-winged Stilt – Himantopus himantopus (AT)
We found two Black-winged Stilts at Illmitz-Hoelle on 3rd June, with several more noted at Sandeck
on the same day. As with Avocet, several more were seen at Zicklacke and Lange Lacke.

(48) Little Ringed Plover – Charadrius dubius curonicus (AT)
A single bird at Sandeck on 3rd was followed by further sightings at Zicklacke and at the ponds
close to the Illmitz harbour road. Little Ringed Plovers breeding across Europe, Asia and North
Africa are grouped in the subspecies curonicus.
(49) Kentish Plover – Charadrius alexandrinus (AT)
Our only sighting of the trip was of two birds at a saline pool beside Lange Lacke on 5th June.
(50) Lapwing – Vanellus vanellus (AT / HU / SK)
The commonest wader seen during the trip and recorded at most sites visited.
(51) Curlew Sandpiper – Calidris ferruginea (AT)
A single near summer-plumaged Curlew Sandpiper was a very nice find at the pool beside Lange
Lacke on 5th June.
(52) Redshank – Tringa totanus (AT)
Fairly common and noted at most wetland sites visited.
(53) Black-tailed Godwit – Limosa limosa (AT)
During the trip, we managed to find six Black-tailed Godwits: two at Illmitz-Hoelle on 3rd, one at
Zicklacke and another three at Lange Lacke. Black-tailed Godwits breeding in Austria and
continental Europe belong to the nominate subspecies, while those wintering in Ireland belong to
the subspecies islandica found in Iceland, Scotland and northern Norway.
(54) Curlew – Numenius arquata (AT)
One was heard at Sandeck on 3rd, with another recorded at the Hansag plain the next day.
(55) Ruff – Philomachus pugnax (AT)
Our only sighting was of two or three at Sandeck on the second day of the trip.
(56) Black-headed Gull – Larus ridibundus (AT / HU / SK)
Common and observed in all three countries visited.
(57) Mediterranean Gull – Larus melanocephalus (AT)
One was seen flying over Illmitz on the second day of the trip, with several more giving good views
in the Hansag plains.
(58) Yellow-legged Gull – Larus michahellis (AT)
Fairly common and found on almost all days of the trip.
(59) Common Tern – Sterna hirundo (AT)
Fairly common on Lake Neusiedl, but only a few seen away from the lake.
(60) Whiskered Tern – Chlidonias hybrida (AT)
Seen on four days of the trip. Several gave very good views at the Zicklacke west of Illmitz on our
visits there, and a couple were also seen from the bus when passing Lange Lacke.
(61) Feral Pigeon – Columba livia (AT / HU / SK)
Common in the region and noted on all days of the trip.
(62) Stock Dove – Columba oenas (AT)
The only sighting was of one seen briefly from the bus in the Hansag plains on 4th June.
(63) Woodpigeon – Columba palumbus (AT / HU / SK)
Seen on all days of the trip.

(64) Collared Dove – Streptopelia decaocto (AT / HU / SK)
As with the previous species, Collared Dove was commonly seen in the region. At least 50 birds
were present in the Mangalica pig enclosure at Illmitz-Hoelle, with several hundred gathering here
in the winter months.
(65) Turtle Dove – Streptopelia turtur (AT / HU)
Our first view of this declining species was with the Collared Doves at the Mangalica pig enclosure
at Illmitz-Hoelle. Several more birds were heard and seen during the trip, including one or two at
the Osli wetlands in Hungary.
(66) Cuckoo – Cuculus canorus (AT / HU)
Most Cuckoos were heard only, but we had the occasional views of birds in flight.
(67) Long-eared Owl – Asio otus (AT)
Our reward for the long walk to Sandeck in the heat on our second day in Austria was fantastic
views of a nesting pair of Long-eared Owls. At Lange Lacke on the fourth day we had another
chance to see two juveniles and an adult roosting in a small wood. This site has been used for
many years and is a regular stop for bird photographers in the area.
(68) Common Swift – Apus apus (AT / SK)
Common Swifts were observed on all days of the trip, but generally only in small numbers (<10)
every day. Noted in Slovakia in the town of Malacky during a coffee stop there, but not in Hungary.
(69) Bee-eater – Merops apiaster (AT / HU / SK)
One of the highlights of the trip was watching the Bee-eaters at the breeding colony at the edge of
the Osli wetlands in Hungary on 4th June. An estimated 150 to 200 pairs breed at this site and is
well known by local birders and bird photographers. In Slovakia, we encountered a breeding colony
at Sandberg, while in Austria we saw two Bee-eaters flying east at the Hansag Plains.
(70) Hoopoe – Upupa epops (AT / HU / SK)
We found this species on four days of the trip, including two rather tame birds at the start of the
track to Sandeck, plus great views of two nestlings peeping from a nest site in the building at the
end of the track.
(71) Green Woodpecker – Picus viridis (AT)
One was seen from the bus on the outskirts of Illmitz on 4th June and another was heard on the 7th.
(72) Great Spotted Woodpecker – Dendrocopus major (AT / SK)
Noted on four days of the trip, for example at Marchegg and at Sandberg.
(73) Syrian Woodpecker – Dendrocopus syriacus (AT)
Seen on almost all days of the trip thanks to repeat visits to the breeding pair in Illmitz.
(74) Middle Spotted Woodpecker – Dendrocopus medius (AT)
Two or three Middle Spots seen at Marchegg on the first day were our only sighting of this species.
(75) Lesser Spotted Woodpecker – Dendrocopus minor (AT)
As with the previous species, a single Lesser Spot was seen very briefly near the entrance to the
reserve in Marchegg.
(76) Wryneck – Jynx torquilla (AT /SK)
Unfortunately, the only records during the trip were of birds heard calling near the Seegasse and at
Malé Leváre on 5th and 6th June.
(77) Skylark – Alauda arvensis (AT / SK)
Widespread and recorded on most days, including several heard at Malé Leváre in Slovakia.

(78) Crested Lark – Galerida cristata (AT)
Although seen on four days, only two or three birds were involved. Repeatedly seen along the road
by the Zicklacke, as well as at various roundabouts near industrial estates which have become a
favoured habitat.
(79) Sand Martin – Riparia riparia (AT)
One colony was seen from the bus near Marchegg on the first day and this species was recorded
on the next three days.
(80) Swallow – Hirundo rustica (AT / HU / SK)
Widespread and common.

Picture 5: Serin in Marchegg and Swallow near Lake Neusiedl.

(81) House Martin – Delichon urbicum (AT / SK)
Widespread and found on all days of the trip.
(82) Tawny Pipit – Anthus campestris (AT)
Our only sighting was of one perched on some scrub at the Parndorfer Plateau.
(83) Tree Pipit – Anthus trivialis (AT)
Like Tawny Pipit, only recorded at the Parndorfer Plateau on the last full day in Austria.
(84) White Wagtail – Motacilla alba alba (AT /HU / SK)
Seen on all days of the trip.
(85) Yellow Wagtail – Motacilla flava (AT / HU / SK)
Noted on all days except on 2nd and 8th June.
(86) Wren – Troglodytes troglodytes (AT)
One was heard singing in the woods at Marchegg.
(87) Robin – Erithacus rubecula (AT / SK)
One or two Robins were heard at Marchegg and at Malé Leváre .
(88) Nightingale – Luscinia luscinia (AT / HU)
Singing birds were noted in the Seewinkel region, as well as on the Hungarian side of the Bridge of
Andau.

(89) Black Redstart – Phoenicuros ochruros gibraltariensis (AT)
Several noted around Illmitz.
(90) Stonechat – Saxicola rubecola (AT)
Single adult male Stonechats were recorded at Illmitz-Hoelle and the Hansag plain.
(91) Whinchat – Saxicola rubetra (AT)
One was seen in the Hansag plain.
(92) Blackbird – Turdus merula (AT / HU / SK)
Widespread and noted on all days of the trip.
(93) Song Thrush – Turdus philomelos (AT / HU / SK)
Song Thrushes were found on all days of the trip, mainly at woodland sites such as Marchegg and
Malé Leváre .
(94) Fieldfare – Turdus pilaris (AT)
The only record of Fieldfare on this trip was of a pair busy bringing food to a nest in Illmitz-Hoelle.
The species is only a rare breeder in the Seewinkel region.
(95) Blackcap – Sylvia atricapilla (AT / HU / SK)
Mainly recorded at woodland sites during our trip.
(96) Barred Warbler – Sylvia nisoria (AT)
We had very good views of a male Barred Warbler singing in a small wood in Illmitz-Hoelle on the
second day of the trip, with another seen at the Zicklacke two days later. Two or three were also
noted at Sandeck.
(97) Common Whitethroat – Sylvia communis (AT)
Noted on four days of the trip, including on the Hungarian side of the Bridge of Andau.
(98) Lesser Whitethroat – Sylvia curruca (AT)
One or two birds were heard around Illmitz on most days of the trip.
(99) Sedge Warbler – Acrocephalus schoenobaenus (AT / HU / SK)
Singing birds were seen at several wetland sites, including the Osli wetlands, Malé Leváre and at
the information centre of the Neusiedl National park.
(100) Moustached Warbler – Acrocephalus melanopogon (AT)
One or two were heard singing from the extensive reedbeds at Illmitz-Hoelle on 3rd June. Two days
later we had fantastic views of a male singing from the top of reeds along the Seegasse (and again
on 7th). Lake Neusiedl holds the northernmost population of Moustached Warblers in Europe,
which are present from March to October.
(101) Reed Warbler – Acrocephalus scirpaceus (AT)
Reed Warblers were recorded unsurprisingly at the extensive reedbeds at the Seegasse and at
Lange Lacke.
(102) Marsh Warbler – Acrocephalus palustris (AT / HU)
One gave reasonable views at the Bridge of Andau, with another noted the next day at the Lange
Lacke.
(103) Great Reed Warbler – Acrocephalus arundinaceus (AT / HU / SK)
Widespread in the region and recorded at most wetland sites visited.

(104) Grasshopper Warbler – Locustella naevia (AT)
Single reeling Grasshopper Warblers were noted in the Hansag plain on 4th and early the following
morning at the Zicklacke the next day.
(105) Savi's Warbler – Locustella luscinioides (AT)
Recorded along the track to Sandeck on 3rd June, with singing also heard at the Seegasse, where
a pair showed well but all too briefly.
(106) River Warbler – Locustella fluviatilis (HU)
One was heard singing at the Osli wetlands on 4th June.
(107) Icterine Warbler – Hippolais icterina (AT / SK)
Singing birds were noted on almost all days of the trip, but tricky to actually see. The exception
was one singing bird at the Parndorfer Plateau.
(108) Willow Warbler – Phylloscopus trochilus (AT)
One or two were heard singing at the Parndorfer Plateau.
(109) Chiffchaff – Phylloscopus collybita (AT / HU / SK)
Fairly widespread and at least heard, if not seen, on almost all days of the trip.
(110) Spotted Flycatcher – Musciapa striata (AT / SK)
Seen at Marchegg, Sandberg and around Illmitz, amongst other sites.
(111) Collared Flycatcher – Ficedula albicollis (AT)
One or two Collared Flycatchers were heard and briefly seen at the start of the trails at Marchegg.
(112) Great Tit – Parus major (AT / HU / SK)
Recorded at most woodland sites visited, such as the Bridge of Andau and Malé Leváre.
(113) Blue Tit – Cyanistes caeruleus (AT / HU / SK)
As with Great Tit, recorded mainly at woodland sites.
(114) Marsh Tit – Parus palustris (AT)
Two or three were noted at Marchegg on the first day of the trip.
(115) Penduline Tit – Remiz pendulinus (AT / HU)
We had excellent views of a male gathering nesting material along the Seegasse. Penduline Tits
were also noted along the track to Sandeck and the Osli wetlands.
(116) Bearded Tit – Panurus biarmicus (AT)
Several were heard and frustratingly briefly seen in the areas of extensive reedbeds along the
Seegasse, Sandeck and at Illmitz-Hoelle.
(117) Nuthatch – Sitta europaea (AT / SK)
Recorded at Marchegg on the first day, as well as at Malé Leváre on 6th June.
(118) Short-toed Treecreeper – Certhia brachydactyla (AT / SK)
Noted at Marchegg, Malé Leváre and at the Parndorfer Plateau.
(119) Red-backed Shrike -Lanius collurio (AT / SK)
Fairly common in the Seewinkel region. We had particularly good views of a male at Illmitz-Hoelle
and at the Zicklacke. Also noted at Malé Leváre .
(120) Magpie – Pica pica (AT)
Quite scarce with only one or two seen on most days, mainly from the bus.

(121) Jay – Garrulus glandarius (AT / SK)
One seen briefly at Marchegg, as well as flying over the motorway in Slovakia.
(122) Jackdaw – Corvus monedula (AT)
Fairly widespread and noted on most days of the trip.
(123) Rook – Corvus frugilegus (AT)
Recorded on all days of the trip.
(124) Hooded Crow – Corvus cornix (AT / HU / SK)
The commonest corvid in the region and seen daily.
(125) Carrion Crow – Corvus corone (AT)
One or two were noted at Illmitz-Hoelle on the second day of the trip. The dividing line between
Hooded and Carrion Crow distribution runs through Vienna and Carrion Crows are scarce in the
Seewinkel region.
(126) Starling – Sturnus vulgaris (AT / HU / SK)
Common and seen on all days of the trip.
(127) Golden Oriole – Oriolus oriolus (AT / HU)
Recorded on all days of the trip, but in most cases only the very distinctive song was heard. We
had reasonable views of one at the Bridge of Andau, but two at the Osli wetlands showed well.
(128) House Sparrow – Passer domesticus (AT / HU / SK)
Common in the villages in the region.
(129) Tree Sparrow – Passer montanus (AT / HU / SK)
Recorded on all days of the trip and found more in the wider countryside than House Sparrow.
(130) Chaffinch – Fringilla coelebs (AT / HU / SK)
Common and noted on all days of the trip.
(131) Greenfinch – Carduelis chloris (AT / SK)
Widespread and observed on all days of the trip.
(132) Goldfinch – Carduelis carduelis (AT / HU / SK)
Common and again seen every day of our trip.
(133) Linnet – Linnaria cannabina (AT / SK)
Less common than the previous finch species, but noted on most days.
(134) Serin – Serinus serinus (AT)
Mainly noted around Illmitz, with one also heard at Fischamend on the first day of the trip.
(135) Hawfinch – Coccothraustes coccothraustes (AT / SK)
Several were noted at various woodland sites, including Marchegg, Malé Leváre and the
Parndorfer Plateau.
(136) Reed Bunting – Emberiza schoeniculs (AT / HU / SK)
Common at most wetland sites visited during our trip.
(137) Yellowhammer – Emberiza citrinella (AT / SK)
Yellowhammers were seen or heard at most non-wetland sites, including Marchegg, the Parndorfer
Plateau and Malé Leváre amongst others.
(138) Corn Bunting – Emberiza calandra (AT)
Single singing Corn Buntings were heard at the Hansag plain on 4th June and during a dusk walk
to the Zicklacke the following day.

Mammals
A total of six mammal species was observed, as well as least two additional unidentified species
groups.
(1) Brown Hare – Lepus europaeus
Observed on all days of the trip. One approached to within a few metres of the group at the
Hansag plain.
(2) European Rabbit – Oryctolagus cuniculus
Observed on three days of the trip.
(3) European Souslik – Spermophillus citellus
Several were present at the Zicksee camp site on 5th June.
(4) European Mole – Talpa europaea
One was seen at the Lange Lacke.
(5) Stoat – Mustela erminea
One was seen briefly on 4th June.
(6) Roe Deer – Capreolus capreolus
Fairly common in the region and seen on all days of the trip.
Also, an unidentified hedgehog species was seen in Illmitz on the evening of 3 rd June. The
boundary between Eastern and Western Hedgehogs lies in this region, so it is difficult to assign a
sighting to either species without close views. Unidentified bats were noted on most evenings
around Illmitz

Butterflies and Moths
A total of 21 butterfly species was recorded during our trip, one of the highest of any of our South
Dublin Branch trips.
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Picture 6: Lesser Purple Emperor butterfly in Osli and Leopard Moth in Illmitz.

Reptiles and Amphibians
The wetlands of Lake Neusiedl and the Seewinkel region have a very high diversity of amphibians
and reptiles. Despite not focusing on this group, we still managed to record 11 species.
Sand Lizard – Lacerta agilis – 1 at the Oberstinkersee.
Green Lizard – Lacerta viridis
Aesculapian Snake – Zamenis longissimus Grass Snake – Natrix natrix – One was seen at Oberer Stinkersee.
Common Toad – Bufo bufo – 1 at Marchegg
Fire-bellied Toad – Bombina bombina – Several at the Oberstinkersee on 3rd June.
Green Toad – Bufo coniferus – Several were found in the evenings in Illmitz.
Tree Frog – Hyla arborea – 1 sitting on the wall of the hide at the Oberstinkersee.
Pool Frog – Pelophylax lessonae – Noted at Oberer Stinkersee.
Marsh Frog – Pelophylax ridibundus – Noted at Oberer Stinkersee.
Edible Frog – Pelophylax kl. esculentus

Dragonflies
Dragonflies were noted in abundance at most wetland sites, and the below is only an incomplete
list of the more striking species.
Black-tailed Skimmer – Orthetrum cancellatum
Broad-bodied Chaser – Libellula depressa
Broad Scarlet – Crocothemis erythea
Common Bluetail – Ischnura elegans
Emperor Dragonfly – Anax imperator
Red-veined Darter – Sympetrum fonscolombii
Norfolk Hawker – Aeshna isoceles

Picture 7: Norfolk Hawker near Lake Neusiedl and Brown Hare in the Hansag.

