Phoenix Park
A Gaggle of Geese
By Sean Geraty

Early on the morning of 23rd December
2020 while walking through Phoenix Park
I noticed large numbers of Brent geese
flying overhead in a

south westerly

direction. While Brent passing over the
park is not uncommon this time of the year
it was unusual that they were present in
much

larger

numbers

this

particular

morning and also at a much lower altitude.
This gave the impression that they were
actually landing in the area known as the 15 acres. I made my way rapidly in the direction of
the football pitches at 15 Acres east. Anyone familiar with the Park will be aware that it is not
a completely flat landscape. As I approached the pitches from a gully beneath the Magazine
fort I could see a decent sized flock of several hundred Brent feeding on the short grass.
However as I got on to more level terrain and had a more panoramic view of the area I could
see that numbers were quiet substantially greater than several hundred. Several counts
indicated that there were at least 1,400 geese present. In more than 20 years birding the Park I
have never recorded that amount grazing the area. Prior to the present time 200 in 2009 was
the most. Weather conditions at the time were atrocious with strong wind and rain.
Persistence paid off never the less I spotted an adult dark bellied Brent feeding away at the
periphery of the flock.
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It was the 6th January 2021 before I was in a position to walk that location again and there
had been no news as to whether the geese were still in the area. The weather was much
improved on the last occasion and the geese were still present. I scanned the part of the flock
nearest to me and got a surprise to see a barnacle goose busily feeding amongst the numerous
Brent. Not being a goose that is common in County Dublin made the presence of this
individual all the more exciting.

Barnacle goose.

The 7th of January saw at least 2000 geese present. No sign of the barnacle goose but there
was a single first winter dark bellied Brent that stood out as much darker than it usually
would against the light dusting of snow that covered the ground this morning.
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First winter Dark-bellied Brent goose.
An early morning visit in wet and windy

heading in the direction of the birds which

conditions on the 19th January 2021

were strung out in Tour De France peloton

yielded only several hundred Brent, all

fashion running from north to south. I

pale bellied with no unusual visitors

scanned from left to right while also

amongst them. An opportunity arose again

counting

to check the area as I was passing in mid-

present again. Suddenly to the rear of those

afternoon. The weather was still inclement

birds on front of me I spotted a very dark

so a quick scan of the pitches was done

individual with a very obvious while flank.

from the comfort of the car. I could see

Black Brant was echoing in my head. A

geese across the pitches in the distance and

very dark black belly with no contrast with

there were many more than the morning

the neck sock and a large stand out white

visit. I was just going to leave when

collar. It had to be one but I couldn’t

suddenly the sun shone for the first time

actually believe one was here in the Park.

all day and transformed the day from bleak

A few hurried photographs indicated I

and wintry to a sunny day with a spring

wasn’t imagining it after all.

feel to it. With that I was out of the car and
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the

numbers.

Around

2000

The Black Brant was present all day on the 20 th but not seen in the Park subsequently.

Black Brant

In the space of four weeks Phoenix Park

various amounts of dark colouration on

had produced the goods as far as geese

their bellies (as can be seen in the

were concerned and in particular Brent and

following photos) some of whom may

their various races. Throughout the period

even belong to that fourth race of Brent

there were several individuals showing

known as Grey-bellied Brent.
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Candidate 1, sixth from left top image. Second from left, fore ground bottom image.
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Candidate 2, second from left, in fore ground, top image. Wearing a white ring on right
leg.
Second from right bottom image.
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Candidate 3, second from left, in fore ground, top image. Third from left, fore ground
bottom image.
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Candidate 4, 3rd from left in foreground, top image. Bird wing flapping, bottom image.
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