
Bavaria trip report 

May 2016 

Edited and compiled by Sean Geraty 



Day 1                                                                                                                   24th May 2016 

On Tuesday 24th May 2016 the South Dublin Bird Watch Ireland group gathered in Dublin 

Airport for our flight to Munich for a 6 day trip which included 4 days in the Bavarian Alps 

and 2 days birding around Munich itself. The flight departed at around 7.20am and we landed 

in Munich Airport at 10.30am to a dull overcast morning with rain. As the plane was coming 

to a stop along the Munich runaway the first birds to be seen from the plane were a Skylark 

and a Curlew. Having passed through the airport and gathered our luggage we boarded the 

awaiting coach and made our way through the murky morning to our first stop of the day 

which was an EDEKA supermarket. Several Carrion Crows were seen from the coach as was 

another Skylark as we drove along the main road to what looked like a business park. Here 

we pulled in for the Supermarket stop and to load up with water for the duration of our trip. 

As we pulled into the business park a Black Redstart was seen perched on top of a small tree 

just outside one of the buildings. While some of the group made their way to the shop those 

that remained on the coach had 2 Mallard another Carrion Crow and a small flock of common 

Starlings on a patch of rough ground beside where we were parked. All aboard the coach 

again. It was 12.13pm, 11°C and still raining as we moved off to our next destination, lunch 

at a restaurant at Hirshau. This restaurant was conveniently situated within the Englisher 

Garten, a large public park in Munich.  

With everyone fed we gathered our optics and rain coats from the coach at around 2.30pm for 

a walk into the adjoining park and woodland. Great Tit, Chiffchaff and Robin were added to 

the trip list in the vicinity of the coach. As we made our way into the wood we soon had a 

Great Spotted Woodpecker. A sudden loud burst of a call drew our attention to a very 

boisterous marsh tit. As the group focused on this bird we discovered that there was actually 

a small family group present. A pedestrian bridge brought us over the main road from the 

woodland and into another part of the Englisher Garten. As we approached a large lake in the 

park common Swifts were wheeling on and back over head. The most common duck on the 

water were Red Crested Pochard with at least 12 colourful drakes and a single female. A lone 

drake Common Pochard was also amongst them. Other birds noted on the lake were Tufted 

Duck, Mallard, Coot, a solitary Yellow Legged Gull drifted by and Swallows flew low over 

the surface of the water. The tree cover along the edge of the lake had a Blackcap in song and 

a Wren put in an appearance also as did the ever present Carrion Crows. On our way back to 

the coach on a meadow in between the park and the adjoining wood a single Fieldfare gave 

good views. We made our way back to the coach and at 3.45pm we were en route to our next 

stop which was about a 15 minute drive away.  



This was the Schloss Park Nymphenburg which is an old palace surrounded by woodland and 

lawns and with a large rectangular lake on the approach to it. The Pasing Nymphenburg canal 

divides the woodland to the rear of the palace It was still dull with light rain. The lake had 

Greylag Geese and Mute Swans but in amongst them were 5 Goosander two of which gave 

great views as they flew in our direction and landed within 10 feet of us. Quiet unlike their 

counterparts back home in Ireland which never allow close approach. To the rear of the 

Palace there were many feral Canada and Barnacle Geese feeding on the lawns while in 

amongst them we had our first White Wagtail of the trip and yet another Carrion Crow. We 

made our way down to the end of the lawns and along a river side path to a tree that is a 

known roost for Tawny Owl. Unfortunately it wasn’t present while we were there. A female 

Goosander with a small group of chicks on her back passed close by along the canal. As we 

followed a track into the woodland a Great Spotted Woodpecker called and was spotted going 

into its nest hole in a tree adjacent to a busy pathway. A short walk deeper into the wood 

brought us to a small pond where we had a Great Crested Grebe and new birds for the trip 

were House Martin, Blue Tit and several Nuthatches. A Red Squirrel put in an appearance as 

it moved through the trees. 

Red Crested Pochard, Englisher Garten © Sean Geraty 



Goosander, Schloss Park Nymphenburg © Luke Geraty 

It was now 5.50pm and we were on our way to our final stop of the day The Hotel Imperial, 

Munich where were staying for the next 2 nights 

Day 2                                                                                                                   25th May 2016 

Breakfast at 7.30am and the first bird of the day was a Black Redstart on a building directly 

opposite our hotel. It was an overcast morning but dry as we boarded our coach. The 

temperature reading on board said 12°C. As we drove through the streets of Munich on our 

way to a nature reserve at Garchinger Heide we had a Kestrel and several Black Birds, 

Carrion Crows were dotted everywhere. The nature reserve was a short drive to the north east 

of Munich and consisted of small wooded areas with heathland and arable farmland 

surrounding it. Our guide for the day was to be a local birder. Our first birds as we arrived 

were a good scattering of Rooks out on the heathland while very close by a Yellow Hammer 

was singing away in full view on top of a gravel pile. We were advised to be on the lookout 

for Grey Partridge, however a single individual is all that we had and it was quiet distant. A 

single Pheasant fed close by. Still in the area of where we were parked a Corn Bunting burst 

into song from out in the heathland from the top of a tree. Apparently they are not that 

common around this area and it was the only one of the trip. Before we moved off to follow a 

track through the surrounding fields two marsh warblers were spotted close by. Following a 

circuit around the adjoining fields and woodland we had 2 Kestrels and close views of 



another couple of Marsh Warblers one of which gave great views as it sang from the branch 

of a small tree alongside the track. 

Marsh Warbler, Garchinger Heide © Sean Geraty 

We completed a circular route through the area and found ourselves back near the coach 

where a Common Buzzard glided into view above us. Another small wood close by 

surrounded a small pond with a tiny area of reeds from which a Great Reed Warbler sang in 

full view. This being another species like corn bunting which we were told is not very 

common in the area. While watching the Great Reed Warbler some of the group had a reed 

warbler in the same small patch of reeds. A Little Grebe put in a brief appearance before 

disappearing into cover and a Lesser Whitethroat did a fly by and into cover also. A Mute 

Swan was present here as well. 

The day was brightening up and back out on the heathland a Clouded Yellow and an 

unidentified white butterfly were on the wing while an Adonis Blue perched motionless on a 

blade of grass allowed close approach. Magpie, Starlings and some Tree Sparrows were 

active in this area while a group of 4 Roe Deer bound across the grassland close by. 

It was overcast again and 13°C as we made our way to our next destination at Freising which 

is a woodland site along the river Isar. The target species here was the Collared Flycatcher 

which breeds in the woodland. We had a Black Redstart from the bus as we travelled through 

a small village before arriving at Freising at around 1130am. Nest boxes are in place for the 

Collared Flycatchers so the assumption was that we just turned up and they would be waiting 

for us. Not so, the first few boxes had no signs of activity and when we did have one that had 

a bit of movement it had everyone on tender hooks, but false alarm it was where a pair of 



Great Tits had occupied it. Retracing our tracks, sightings of Collared Flycatcher started to be 

called. The birds were quiet flighty and having sung would fly on to another position. A game 

of cat and mouse began as some of the group would catch a glimpse of the flycatcher but it 

was gone before others had seen it. After a lot of running up and down the river bank most 

people got views. Eventually the youngest member of the group pinned them down to a nest 

site high in a tree that could be viewed from the woodland path by all in comfort. A Night 

Heron was seen fly down the river by some of the group and a Golden Oriole sang from 

cover close by but did not show itself. On the track back to the coach we had a family party 

of Short-Toed Tree Creepers and young Great Spotted Woodpeckers could be heard calling 

from their nest while an adult darted by above us. The icing on the cake however was a fine 

adult Collared Flycatcher perched low on a branch jutting out on to the path just ahead of us 

which gave great views. Blackcap, Nuthatch and Chiffchaff added to the site list. 

Collared Flycatcher, Freising © Joe Geraty 

We had our packed lunch on the bank of Moosburger Stausee which is a reservoir north east 

of Munich, at around 2pm. It was a bright sunny afternoon and the reservoir on first glance 

had a lot of bird activity, the majority of which were Greylag Geese. Common Terns were 

quiet boisterous and soon in amongst them 2 Black Terns and a Whiskered Tern were picked 

out. These marsh terns were not easy to pin down due to their constant buoyant flight up and 

down a particular stretch of the water but also due to the fact that they were on the far side of 

the large reservoir. Scopes were necessary to get any decent view. Black Headed Gulls were 

present in reasonable numbers as were Coot. Several Hobby’s were in the area but distant and 

high above the far tree line. Two White Wagtails, a Grey Heron a Cormorant and a Great 



Crested Grebe were seen but a nice surprise was a summer plumaged Red Necked Grebe. 

Despite the temperature being a warm 19°C and the sun shining butterflies were not very 

active. A single Common Blue and a couple of Clouded Yellows being the best. 

The last site of the day was Echinger Strausee,this is another reservoir and is just a short drive 

beyond Moosburger Stausee. This is a reasonable size elongated reservoir with a small island 

in the centre containing a breeding colony of grey heron and cormorant. A reed bed is at one 

end of it. It was a bright sunny 19°C as we walked along the shore. A preening female 

Goosander and a couple of Gadwall were the first birds seen here along the water’s edge. A 

Spoonbill was quickly picked up feeding close to the reed bed. A Great White Egret and a 

Little Egret were seen around this reed bed also but were distant and didn’t remain on view 

for very long either. A lone Black Tern was perched on a partially submerged tree out in the 

centre of the reservoir. We followed the green path to an observation tower which overlooked 

the area of exposed mud and the reeds. Reed Warblers were seen from this spot as was a 

Yellow Wagtail and a drake Garganey. In amongst the flock of fifty or so Gadwall feeding 

just beyond the reeds on the area of exposed mud were several Shelduck and one Ruddy 

Shelduck. Five Egyptian Geese were spotted on various occasions as they moved up and 

down the reservoir. A hobby flying high on the far side of the reservoir and a Great Spotted 

Woodpecker on the track back to the bus finished the birding at this site. It was 5.10pm and 

20°C as the bus moved off and headed for refreshments at a roadside McDonalds before 

making our way back to the hotel for our final night in Munich. 

Day 3                                                                                                                   26th May 2016 

Up early for breakfast and the first birds of the day were White Wagtails and Feral Pigeons 

out on the main street seen from the hotel room. Breakfast dispatched and we were on the 

road by 8.36am on our way to the Alps where we would be staying at the Eibsee hotel for the 

next four nights of our trip. It was a lovely sunny morning and the coach temperature gauge 

read 16°C. Birds seen from the coach as we navigated the streets of Munich were Common 

Swifts, Black Birds and Carrion Crows and a Jay in flight alongside the coach. At the 34km 

mark from Garmisch (a town close to where we were going to be staying) we had 2 Red Kites 

followed by a Kestrel and then a Sparrowhawk and this was all from the coach. At 17km 

from Garmisch the traffic ground to a halt due to the sheer volume. As it happened it was the 

feast of Corpus Christi and a holiday in Bavaria and all and sundry seemed to be heading to 

the mountains for the day. This minor setback in our schedule however allowed us to see 

another Red kite, a Black kite and a circling Honey Buzzard while one of our group drew our 

attention to a Swallowtail butterfly fly alongside the coach. Traffic did free up fairly quickly 

and soon we were moving at normal speed again arriving at our first stop of the day the 

Wankberg Mountain at 10.30am. This mountain close to the town of Garmisch in Bavaria 

and also to the Austrian border rises from 700 metres above sea level up to 1,780 metres to 

the grassy summit. The summit is accessed by way of a cable car system. Each cable car 

holding 4 people. We ascended the mountain passing over coniferous woodland and the 

sound of Willow Warblers and Chiffchaffs in song as we cruised along above the trees. We 

regrouped at the summit to a glorious sunny morning and made our way along a winding 

gravel track. One of the first birds encountered was a singing Water Pipit that sang from the 



top of a pine tree on a slope directly above us. A large type unidentified fritillary butterfly 

flashed by us in a hurry and kept going and was followed by a Red Admiral which was more 

readily identified. There were a lot of people on the move around the summit due to the Holy 

day and the fact that the weather was so fine. The terrain at the summit is basically small 

wooded areas, short grass and dips and hills with breath taking views of the surrounding 

Bavarian country side beneath us. Several hours were spent leisurely walking the summits 

gravel paths during which time we had the following: Ring Ouzel x 7+, Water Pipit x 7+, 

Dunnock x 1 (the sought after Alpine Accentor failed to appear), Lesser White Throat x 2, 

Blackbird x 1, Raven x 3, Crossbill x 3 and a Dingy Skipper butterfly. All too soon it was 

time to descend and one lucky observer had a Hazel Grouse amongst the pine trees on the 

woodland floor as we travelled down in the cable car. Next stop was the Eibsee Hotel to 

check in for the remainder of our trip. The hotel is situated on the shore of the lake Eibsee 

and surrounded by woodland on one side and the Alps on another. 

Ring Ouzel Wankberg Mountain © Sean Geraty 



Eibsee hotel viewed from woodland © Sean Geraty  

Check in ran smoothly and within the hour the group had gathered at the main door for a 

walk through the adjoining woodland. Despite the promising looking habitat and a good walk 

there was not a whole lot to be seen bird wise except a single white wagtail at the lake shore 

and a family of Coal Tits. One of the adults showing a large amount of black on the bib much 

more that the Irish race. As we returned to the hotel for dinner a Firecrest gave fleeting views 

in a small tree in the hotel car park. 

Day 4                                                                                                                    27th May 2016 

An early start to our first morning proper in the Alps and at 6am an enthusiastic group meet at 

the main door for a pre breakfast walk in the woodland. It was a bright sunny morning and 

one of the first birds of the day seen by some of the group was a willow tit in a tree in the 

front garden of the hotel. The walk itself produced Mallard, Great Crested Grebe and a 

Goosander out on the lake while in the woods we had Crested Tit, Coal Tit, Jay, Carrion 

Crow, Chaffinch, Firecrest and Blackbird while Willow Warbler and Chiffchaff were in song. 

A hearty breakfast was had by all and at 8.35am we were on the road for Murnauer Moos. It 

was 18°C and sunny. This area is characterised by its wet meadow habitat and is known as a 

strong hold for Common Rosefinch and Corncrake. 



Murnauer Moos with Alps in background © Sean Geraty 

As we walked from the car park along the narrow country road to the entrance of the reserve 

a Common Buzzard was perched in a field on our right on top of a pole. Upon arrival at the 

entrance a common rosefinch was in full song from the hedgerow on our left. It wasn’t on 

view from the road so we made our way rapidly into the reserve and as we lined up it and 

several other birds flew out of the reserve and away from us. That was to be the only 

Common Rosefinch sighting of the trip. An unidentified golden type Skipper butterfly flew 

across the wildflower meadow beside us but it did not land for verification. While by no 

means numerous, birds did start appearing as we followed a gravel type path along the 

meadows. First up was a male Red Backed Shrike perched far out on the meadows with was 

followed by a nice male Marsh Harrier that drifted into view over a nearby reed bed. Several 

Tree Pipits gave good views and were in song close by. Further along the track a Garden 

Warbler deep in cover drew everyone’s attention to it as it was belting out its song. It refused 

to appear for the assembled group but for the two members of the group who hung back and 

persevered it finally showed and gave brief but decent views. There wasn’t a huge amount of 

birds in this reserve on our visit but those seen include Carrion Crow, Red Backed Shrike x 3, 

Blackcap, Willow Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher, Stonechat, Tree Sparrow Great Tit, 

Chiffchaff, Marsh Tit and a Grasshopper Warbler was heard reeling by some of the group. 

Despite the sunshine and rising temperatures butterflies were still in short supply. Several 

Chequered Skipper butterflies gave close views in the grass verges of the pathway and female 

Brimstone flew along the track. The group made their way back to the reserve entrance for a 

tea break at a nearby cafe where a Cuckoo called from close by. A Black Redstart was 



observed on the roof of the nearby church and gave good views as it moved about the 

building and surrounding walls. After the tea break and while walking the short stretch of 

road back to the coach an approaching raptor over the fields turned out to be a Black Kite. 

Chequered Skipper Murnauer Moos © Sean Geraty 

Our next location was Ettaler Weidmoos an area of meadows just south of Kofel Mountain a 

peak in the Ammergau Alps. It was along some of the steep rock faces in this area that we 

hoped to have one of our target species, Wallcreeper. We pulled in at a very scenic spot by a 

river where we had lunch surrounded by meadows, woodland and mountains. There was a 

large expanse of flat rock face high above us which we scanned throughout our lunch for our 

quarry species but to no avail. Several Crag Martins were the best while a very obliging 

Dingy Skipper basked in the sunshine along the gravel track close by. Lunch finished we 

walked into the nearby wooded area at the base of the rock face but everything was quiet here 

bird wise although 2 raptors that drifted overhead and gave a brief view through the tree 

cover were identified as  Honey Buzzards. Not deterred by the lack of birds we walked 

further along the road to a spot that was the far side of the rock face that we had been at 

earlier. Eventually the shout went up “Wallcreeper”. Panic set in as everyone tried to train 



their optics on the bird which is actually quiet tiny looking when seen on a large expanse of 

featureless rock. A second individual appeared and at one point one of the Wallcreepers flew 

at a Kestrel that was lingering too close to their position. The birds were constantly moving 

about on the rock face this coupled with the fact that they were quiet distant made it difficult 

to keep them in view. On the butterfly front, an enthusiast in the group located a Duke of 

Burgundy that was sunning itself on some bramble beside us as was a Chequered Skipper and 

an unidentified medium size fritillary that buzzed the Duke and then flew off. In glorious 

sunshine we trekked across some meadows adding Teal and Little Grebe to the bird list. They 

were on a small pond that we passed by as we crossed the meadows. The track led us out to a 

restaurant where ice cream, cakes and hot chocolate were consumed. We had one more site to 

visit before we called it a day and that was to Schloss Linderhof which was one of the palaces 

of King Ludwig. There is a small parkland attached to it and it is a known site for Pied 

Flycatcher which was our target bird. It was sunny and 22°C as we made our way up to the 

wooded area where nest boxes are setup specifically for this species. A male could be heard 

in song as we approached and it wasn’t long before he was spotted high above us and not too 

long after another individual made an appearance. As we returned at around 5.45pm to the 

awaiting coach a raven gave very close views as it sat perched in a small tree in the car park. 

Day 5                                                                                                                    28th May 2016 

Eight early risers met at the main door of the hotel for a pre-breakfast walk. A single drake 

Goosander out on Lake Eibsee didn’t linger long. It was a dull and overcast morning as we 

headed through the car park to the woodland path but before we got too far the looming black 

clouds materialised into a heavy downpour of rain. Forcing us to retreat back to the hotel 

where we had an early breakfast. Today was earmarked for our trip to the summit of 

Westliche Karawendelspitze for some high alpine species. There was the possibility that there 

may be some industrial action taking place at the cable car station this particular morning and 

this was lending a certain air of uncertainty to the day. Two Great Crested Grebes were seen 

on the lake before we left and a Blackbird in the car park. It was a cloudy morning as we 

pulled out at 8.26am. The temperature gauge showed 14°C. We drove the short journey to 

Karwendelbahn cable car station at Mittenwald and waited onboard with baited breath while 

the group leaders checked to see if the cable car was operational. They returned with good 

news and within minutes we were on the large cable car and heading for the summit. There 

was a good covering of snow at the summit and the main area just beneath the summit cable 

car station where Ptarmigan are usually seen this time of the year was totally covered. We 

followed a track up on to a ridge just up from the main building where we had a good view or 

the surrounding mountain. It was bright and sunny at the summit and it wasn’t long before a 

couple of Alpine Chough flew in over the ridge above us from the Austrian side of the   

mountain providing great photographic opportunities. 



Alpine Chough, Westliche Karawendelspitze © Luke Geraty 

View of surrounds at summit of Westliche Karawendelspitze © Luke Geraty 



A Snow Finch appeared overhead and flew out on front of us towards a rock face beyond the 

summit giving good but distant views. It or another flew back passed us a few minutes later 

and off up towards the ridge above. Alpine Accentors were not very obliging and only a 

couple of the group saw one bird as he flew high above us along the slope. Several were 

heard calling down in the rock gorge beneath us but refused to appear in the open. A Water 

Pipit flew by and a Black Redstart was seen around the main building. The hoped for 

Ptarmigans were nowhere to be seen due to the large covering of snow on their usual haunt. 

All too soon our visit to the summit was over and we made good our descent. At the car park 

a couple the members of the group who didn’t take the trip to the summit had located a 

Bonelli’s Warbler. It was still flitting about in a tree by the road side and everybody managed 

to get a look at it as it moved incessantly about in the same tree. 

It was now 12.14pm and 25°C as we drove the short distance down the road to Mittenwald 

where we were going to have the packed lunch. A Serin was in song as we got off the coach. 

We took a short walk through this picturesque town and had our lunch beneath the tower of 

the Church of St Peter and St Paul while watching 2 Crag Martins that were roosting near the 

top of it. A House Sparrow balanced himself on the nearby fountain to drink the water as it 

flowed from the tap. A Pied Flycatcher was seen briefly in flight in the small town centre 

park. At 1.30pm it was time to move on to our next location but as we were leaving the town 

and crossing the bridge over the Isar river a Dipper was somehow spotted from the coach. 

The coach swung into a parking area just beside the bridge and everybody was off and 

looking at the Dipper as he moved on and back across the river. A Grey Wagtail was seen 

here also. 

Dipper watching at Mittenwald on the Isar River © Sean Geraty 



They sky was getting darker as we made our way to a woodland at the border with Austria. 

We parked just over the border in Austria and the first bird seen was a Golden Eagle as it 

drifted over the mountain tops close by and as quick as it appeared it was gone again. 

Bonelli’s Warblers were very common around this area and could be heard throughout. 

Heavy rain was fast approaching judging by the darkness of the clouds that were closing in. 

We turned back for the coach at a lively pace and one lucky member of the group at the front 

had a Nutcracker as it flew across the path. We just reached the coach when the heavens 

opened and the rain poured down. A decision was made to find a cafe and wait for the rain to 

pass. The nearby town of Krun was exceptionally quiet but we eventually found a nice cafe to 

pass the hour or so. As the sun reappeared and we left the cafe House Martins were in flight 

outside. Onwards to our final stop of the day a nearby reservoir on the Isar River, the 

Sylvensteinsee. Wildfowl were the main birds to be seen with some Goldeneye, Tufted 

Ducks and Gadwall present. Amongst the Mute Swans was an individual showing the pink 

coloured legs of the morph known as Polish swan. A distant Little Ringed Plover was on the 

far shore and some Great Crested Grebes were also about. The walk around the reservoir 

brought us to a bridge over the Isar River from where we had our second Dipper of the day 

and a group of Long Tailed Tits in a nearby hedgerow were new for the trip. On the walk 

back to coach we had Red Squirrel and a Bonelli’s Warbler in song in the hedgerow beside 

us. 

Back at the Eibsee hotel there was still time for an evening woodland walk before dinner. 

Five people turned up and as we left the main door of the hotel a Willow Tit called as it flew 

into a tree in the hotel garden. Brief views were had as he moved erratically through the small 

tree and then flew out the back of it just as quickly as he had arrived. The woodland walk 

produced nothing else of note and we dined at 7.30pm back at the hotel. 

Over dinner a night walk through the wood was mentioned for anyone interested as this was 

our last night of the trip. Nothing bird wise was seen but 2 Tawny Owls called distantly and 

we had to be careful not to step on Common Toads of which we encountered 6+ along the 

woodland track in the beams of the torches. 

Day 6                                                                                                                    29th May 2016 

Our final day and a pre-breakfast walk in the woods starting at 5.15am produced a bull finch 

and a possible nutcracker in flight but other than that the wood was fairly devoid of birds. 

Breakfast at.7.30am and bags packed and on the road for 8.30am. It was a fine sunny Sunday 

morning and our first stop was the other end of the Sylvensteinsee reservoir that we had 

visited the previous day at Krun. Walking along the path in the sunshine that ran parallel to 

the Isar River we had a black redstart feeding around a wood pile. The path brought us to a 

bridge over the river through some woodland and up along a raised bank which over looked a 

shingle/grassy area between us and the river. It was in this spot that we had a Green 

Woodpecker feeding in the open on the ground around a small mound possibly an ant hill and 

then in almost the same spot only feet away a Grey Headed Woodpecker appeared. However 

it was not as obliging as his green relation and while most of the group were trying to train 

the scopes on him he took flight towards our position and dropped into tree cover beneath us 



not to be seen again. A Yellow Hammer came quiet close to us shortly after this and gave 

great views. A Willow Warbler sang from a small tree top right beside us while Bullfinch, 

Lesser White Throat, Little Ringed Plover and Garden Warbler were also seen by members 

of the group. For the first time all week butterflies started to appear in greater numbers. 

Whites and fritillaries were seen and those that were identified were Duke of Burgundy, Pearl 

Bordered Fritillary, Orange Tip, Dingy Skipper and a Green Veined White that resembled 

Mountain Green Veined White. 

Duke of Burgundy, Sylvensteinsee reservoir © Sean Geraty 

Driving along the Walchensee Lake we stopped at a shore side cafe for refreshments before 

continuing on to the Walchensee hydro electric power station for our next port of call. 

Driving up the approach road to the power station those sitting on the right hand side of the 

coach had a Great Spotted Woodpecker perched on a fence post while those to the left had a 

Green Woodpecker. Our target bird at this location was a Red Breasted Flycatcher which had 

been seen and was in song in previous weeks. It wasn’t to be seen on this occasion however 

we got a brief glimpse of a Wood Warbler which had been in song above us long before 

revealing itself. A Nuthatch visiting its nest performed well and a Black Redstart was high on 

an electricity pylon near the pumping station. 

Our final stop of the trip was at the small town of Murnau am Staffelsee. We had our lunch 

here at a small town square in glorious sunshine before moving on to the grounds of 

Pfarrkirche St.Nikolaus, the local church. It was from here with our scopes set up in the 

adjoining cemetery that we watched a nesting White Stork and its chicks on a neighbouring 

building. A Serin finished off the trip as it perched in song close by. 



White Stork and chicks, Murnau am Staffelsee, © Sean Geraty 

Bird List 

Mute Swan  Cygnus olor Seen most days on any suitable water body. 

Greylag Goose Anser anser Present around any suitable parkland water course in Munich. 

Canada Goose Branta canadensis Feral birds at Schloss Park Nymphenburg. 

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis Feral birds at Schloss Park Nymphenburg.

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna Several at Echinger Stausee. 

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 1 at Echinger Stausee. 

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 5 at Echinger Stausee. 

Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus 2 feral birds at Englisher Garten 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Common in suitable habitat. 

Gadwall Anas strepera Good numbers at lake at Echinger Stausee. 

Teal Anas crecca Several at Ettaler Weidmoos. 

Garganey Anas querquedula 1 drake was at Echinger Stausee. 



Common Pochard Aythya ferina 1 seen at lake in Englisher Garten and several more at 

Echinger  Stausee. 

Red Crested Pochard Netta rufina 12+ at lake in Englisher Garten.

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula Englisher Garten, Moosburger Resevoir. 

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula Several birds were at Sylvensteinsee Reservoir. 

Goosander  Mergus merganser 6 were at Schloss Park Nymphenburg including a female 

with young chicks , 1 was at Echinger Stausse, several more were on lake Eibsee. 

Hazel Grouse Tetrastes bonasia 1 on wooded slopes of Wankberg Mountain. 

Grey Partridge  Perdix perdix 1 at Garchinger Heide.

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 1 at Garchinger Heide. 

Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis 1 at the Nature Reserve at Garchinger Heide. 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus Several seen on Lake Eibsee and at Schloss Park 

Nymphenburg . 

Red-Necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 1 summer plumaged individual at Moosburger 

Resevoir. 

Cormorant Phalacrocarax carbo Breeding colony at Echingeer Stausee, 1 at Moosburger 

Stausee. 

Night heron   Nycticorax nycticorax 1 along the river Isar at Freising. 

Little Egret   Egretta garzetta 1 Echinger Stausee. 

Great White egret Ardea alba 1 at Echinger Stausee. 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea Breeding colony at Echinger Stausee, 1 at Moosburger Stausee. 

White Stork  Ciconia ciconia 1 adult and several chicks at nest Murnau am Staffelsee.  

Spoonbill  Platalea leucordia 1 Echinger Stausee. 

Golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos 1 high over mountain ridge at German/Austrian border 

south of Mittenwald.

Red Kite Milvus milvus 2 were seen from the coach 34km out from Garmisch while a 3rd

was seen again from the coach 17km out from Garmisch as we were stuck in a traffic jam. 

Black Kite Milvus migrans 1 seen from coach 17km from Garmisch and another at 

Murnauer Moos. 

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 1 male at Murnauer Moos. 



Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 1 at Murnauer Moos and another at Garchinger Heide. 

Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 1 seen from coach 17km from Garmisch, 2 more at 

Ettalier Weidmoos. 

Sparrowhawk Acciptor nisus 1 seen from coach 34km from Garmisch. 

Common kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 2 at Garchinger Heide and another from coach 34km 

Garmisch. 

Hobby Falco subbuteo Several birds were seen at Moosburger Stausee while another 

individual was at Echinger Stausee. 

Coot Fulica atra seen on several of the reservoirs. 

Little Ringed Plover   Charadrius dubius 1 or 2 at Sylvensteinsee Reservoir.

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

Curlew Numenius arquata 1 or 2 along runway at Munich Airport. 

Black-Headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus  Common around Moosburger Stausee. 

Yellow-Legged Gull Larus michahellis Englisher Garten.

Common Tern Sterna hirundo  Common around Moosburger Stausee 

Black Tern  Chlidonias niger 2 seen at Moosburger Stausee and another individual at the 

lake at Echinger Stausee. 

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 1 at Moosburger Stausee. 

Feral Pigeon   Columba livia Around Munich

Woodpigeon   Columba palumbus Munich area

Collared Dove    Streptopelia decaocto

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 1 calling at Murnauer Moos and another in flight at Echinger 

Stausee. 

Tawny Owl Strix aluco 2 individuals heard on night walk in woodland around Lake 

Eibsee. 

Swift Apus apus Seen at several locations. 

Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius 1 heard calling from wooded slope of Wankberg 

Mountain. 

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 1 seen at Sylvensteinsee Reservoir. 

Grey-Headed Woodpecker Picus canus 1 seen briefly at Sylvensteinsee Reservoir. 



Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major  Common in suitable woodland and seen 

at most of the sites visited. 

Skylark Alauda arvensis  Seen around the runway of Munich Airport as we landed. 

Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris  Several at Ettaler Weidmoos and 2 more in 

Mittenwald town centre. 

Swallow Hirundo rustica     Englisher Garten. 

House Martin Delichon urbicum Englisher Garten, , Walchensee and Krun. 

Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta 1 at summit of Westliche Karwendelspitze and at least 7 at 

summit of Wankberg Mountain. 

Tree Pipit   Anthus trivialis  Several at Murnauer Moos.

White Wagtail Motacilla Alba 1 at Lake Eibsee and 2 around Moosburger Stausee. 

Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava 1 seen briefly at Echinger Stausee.

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 1 on river Isar at Mittenwald. 

Dipper   1 at Mittenwald and 1 at Sylvensteinsee Reservoir.

Dunnock   Prunella modularis 1 seen at summit of Wankberg Mountain. 

Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris 1 seen and several heard at summit of Westliche 

Karwendelspitze. 

Robin  Erithacus rubecula Englisher Garten. 

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros Common bird of the area seen in most places. 

Stonechat Saxicola rubicola 1 at Murnauer Moos.

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 1 at Englisher Garten.

Blackbird Turdus merula Seen at many locations. 

Ring ouzel  Turdus torquatus At least 7 at summit of Wankberg Mountain. 

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin Several in song in suitable habitat one showed briefly at 

Murnauer Moos. 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   In song at Englisher Garten, Freising.

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curryca Seen on four of the days.  



Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 1 heard reeling at Murnauer Moos. 

Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus 1 individual in small reed bed at Garchinger 

Heide in same small patch of reeds as the Great Reed warbler and another at Echinger 

Stausee.  

Marsh warbler Acrocephalus palustris Up to 4 birds at Garchinger Heide.

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 1 individual in small reed bed at 

Garchinger Heide. 

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina     Munich area.

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus Wankberg Mountain and Sylvensteinsee Reservoir 

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix   Woodland at Walchensee Lake.

Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli   Mittenwald and in a woodland a short drive south 

of Mittenwald along the German/Austrian border.

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita    Freising, Wankberg Mountain.

Goldcrest Regulus regulus

Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla Several around Eibsee hotel and surrounding woodland. 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Englisher Garten.

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 1 bird at Murnauer Moos 

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca At least 2 were at Schloss Linderhof. 

Collared flycatcher Ficedula albicollis 3-4 individuals Freising 

Great Tit Parus major    Englisher garten, Freising

Coal Tit Periparus ater Several in woodland around Lake Eibsee

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus     Freising Schloss Park Nymphenburg. 

Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus Seen and heard most visits to the woodland around Lake 

Eibsee. 

Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris 3 at Englisher Garten, 1 at Murnauer Moos. 

Willow Tit Poecile montanus Several individuals around Eibsee Hotel 

Long-Tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus     Small flock at Sylvensteinsee Reservoir.

Nuthatch Sitta eurpaea     Freising, Schloss Park Nymphenburg , Walchensee.



Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria 2 on rock face at Eattler Weidmoos. 

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris   Several in woodland around Lake Eibsee 

Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla Family group in woodland at Freising

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 3 were seen at Murnauer Moos 

Magpie Pica pica 1 at Garchinger Heide. 

Jay Garrulus glandurius 1 from coach on way to Garmisch.

Nutcracker Nucifraga caryocatactes 1 in a woodland a short drive south of Mittenwald 

along the German/Austrian border.

Jackdaw Corvus monedula   Munich.

Alpine Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus 2 at summit of Westliche Karwendelspitze 

Rook Corvus frugilegus large size flock at  Garchinger Heide.

Carrion Crow Corvus corone     Common throughout the trip 

Raven Corvus corax 1 bird at the car park of Schloss Linderhof, 3 at Wankberg Mountain. 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris  Garchinger Heide.

House Sparrow Passer domesticus Not common at all, one or two seen at Mittenwald 

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus Garchinger Heide and Murnauer Moos. 

Snowfinch Montifringilla nivalis 2 seen at summit of Westliche Karwendelspitze 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs    Woodland at Lake Eibsee.

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis

Greenfinch Chloris chloris 1 at Freising. 

Serin  Serinus serinus 1 heard at Mittenwald in song and another at Murnau am Staffelsee.

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula  In woodland at Eibsee and Sylvensteinsee Reservoir.

Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 3 on Wankberg Mountain. 

Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus     Murnauer Moos.

Reed Bunting  Emberzia schoeniclus

Yellowhammer Emberzia citrinella 1 at Garchinger Heide, 1 Sylvensteinsee reservoir. 

Corn Bunting  Emberzia calandra 1 at Garchinger Heide. 


